
Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the April 24, 2014 Meeting 

 
Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Linda Green, Cynthia Stephens-Westerman, Michael 
Restuccia, Adam Flint, Victor Lamoureux, and interns Megan Larson and Stephanie Craig 

Minutes of the March meeting had been approved by e-mail.  The next regular meeting of the 
CAC is scheduled on May 15, 2014.  

Steve Appel circulated photographs of the pond that has been constructed on the west side of PA 
route 267 near the intersection with Hawleyton Road.  Although the site is not in Vestal, there is 
concern because the pond is close to Choconut Creek.  Photos of the signs at the site show that the 
pond was built by Talisman Energy USA and is called the Choconut Creek McLallen Freshwater 
Impoundment.  The pond has a capacity of 14 million gallons, and it is filled by withdrawals from 
Choconut Creek.  The peak allowed withdrawal rate from the stream is 999,000 gallons per day.  
The facility was approved by Susquehanna River Basin Commission in Harrisburg for the period 
of Dec 12, 2013 to Dec. 11, 2017.  This information confirms our supposition that the pond is a 
staging reservoir for water to be used in fracking operations, and it is not a wastewater pond. 
The possibility was considered that, even if the pond is only a reservoir, the water might be treated 
to prevent freezing or to control the development of algal mats.  Because the pond is close to 
Choconut Creek, any overflow of chemical-containing water from the pond would be damaging to 
organisms downstream.  The pond is designed to have a two-foot freeboard (distance from water 
surface to overflow), so the likelihood of overflow would appear to be small.  Inquiries about the 
facility will be made in hopes of getting more definitive answers about possible concerns. 
Attention turned the parks project.  The next field trip will be to Castle Gardens Park and the 
adjacent Town property.  This was one of the four properties assessed by the forester hired by the 
Town.  Weather permitting, we will meet at the red gate on north side of Castle Garden Road on 
April 30 at 6:00 PM.  In case of rain on that date, we will reschedule the trip for the next regular 
CAC meeting day, May 15, but convening at Castle Gardens at 6:00.  After this trip, the two main 
parks remaining to be assessed are Arnold Park and Magnolia Drive Park.  Some follow-up visits 
to previously inspected parks will be needed verify descriptions of features in preparation of 
developing recommendations, if any. 
Victor showed the some of the materials being developed with help of a Vestal High student that 
could be posted and distributed to provide public information about invasive tree pests and their 
hosts.  Inquiries will be made about obtaining an e-mail address for the CAC. 

Adam shared flyers for the May 7th solar power workshop to be held at the Vestal Public Library.  
It will take place 7-9 PM; registration is required.  He also discussed the solar schools program 
that is targeted at  teachers and administrators with the goals of raising awareness and presenting 
the cost-saving opportunities of solar installations in school buildings. 

Adam also provided information about the planned NYS Conference on the Environment in 
connection with NYS Associations of CACs and EMCs.  It will be held Oct. 2-4 at the Hilton 
Doubletree in Binghamton; the focus will be on best practices for mitigating climate change in 
New York State.  There are many opportunities to participate in the organization of the 
conference, and help would be welcomed.   
Cindy brought to the CAC’s attention an opportunity to offer on-line comments on the draft New 
York State Energy Plan.  


