
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the August 21, 2014 Meeting 

 
Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Victor Lamoureux, Cynthia Stephens/Westerman, and 
intern Megan Larson  
guest: Allan Hochberg 

Minutes of the June meeting had been approved by e-mail.  The next regular meeting of the 
CAC is scheduled for September 18, 2014.  Allan Hochberg joined the meeting as an observer 
to get a sense of what the CAC does so that he can judge whether he would be interested in 
applying to join. 

Significant progress has been made in preparing an environmental management plan for Town 
parks.  Since the last meeting, Curt and Victor walked the multiple parcels from Fuller Hollow 
Park to Stair Park, and Curt explored the western uplands of Stair Park and made additional 
trips to Arnold Park.  Curt, Megan, and Stephanie visited David Avenue, Richard Avenue, 
Vestal Center, and Moore Parks to consider particular wetlands and river-edge aspects of those 
parks.  Curt distributed preliminary descriptions of most  parks to members by e-mail;  
descriptions for Jones, Middendorf, Ford, and Castle Gardens Parks are being drafted.  In the 
final report, the description of each park is to be followed by recommendations, and our focus 
over the next few months should be on developing these recommendations.  Some ideas being 
considered would involve reconnecting the Moore Park wetland to the stream that flows east of 
it and the possible creation of a wetland in Vestal Center Park.  The Upper Susquehanna 
Coalition (USC) created wetland ponds in Jones Park a few years ago, and their expertise 
would be helpful in assessing our ideas in this area.  Megan volunteered to invite Jeremy 
Waddell from USC to our September meeting. 

Hopes that the exceptionally low temperatures experienced last winter would cause mortality of 
the hemlock wooly adelgid have not been fulfilled.  Curt looked at twigs from some hemlocks 
and found active infestation on the youngest twigs, so it is clear that the winter temperatures 
were not cold enough to set back the adelgids at all.  An article in the New York Times 
reported that the emerald ash borer also survived the low temperatures of last winter.  A recent 
article in the Press and Sun Bulletin describing the local appearance of giant hogweed, whose 
sap can cause extreme photosensitivity, was also discussed.  We have not encountered hogweed 
in our forays, but it is not conspicuous until it blooms in late summer.  

We still do not know the status of the ash and hemlock identification guides being developed 
with artistic help from a Vestal High student; it is hoped that they can be recovered from a 
computer crash.  The project was nearing completion.  We hope to include a CAC e-mail 
address on the sheets; Curt received a response asking for more information in reply to our 
request for a Town e-mail address for the CAC.   
The proposed logging on Cherry Lane was discussed.  It was pointed out that the Town logging 
ordinance was written by the CAC, and that in the past CAC was often asked to comment on 
requests to log.   

For our guest’s information, members reviewed some of the CAC’s activities and pointed out 
that our reports to the Town on natural gas drilling, stream management, emerald ash borers, 
and other topics can be found on the Town’s website.  
 


