
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the December 18, 2014 Meeting 

 
Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Victor Lamoureux, Cynthia Stephens/Westerman, Adam 
Flint, and interns Megan Larson and Stephanie Craig 
Guests: Jeremy Waddell of the Upper Susquehanna Coalition, PIG student 

The minutes of the September and November meeting were distributed by e-mail.  The next 
regular meeting of the CAC is scheduled for January 15, 2015.   

Jeremy Waddell of the Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC) joined our meeting to discuss a 
grant program that has provided some funding to the USC.  The goal of the program is to 
develop non-traditional, non-agricultural stream corridor buffers.  Based on our earlier 
discussions with Jeremy about ideas for particular Town parks, he sees an opportunity for the 
CAC to work with the USC on this project.  The information we have compiled in the draft 
parks conservation management plan provides a good understanding of relevant streambank 
issues across the park system, making Vestal an ideal place for the USC to begin developing 
plans to work with municipalities on buffer programs.  

The buffer initiative stems from the need for New York State to reach federal targets for the 
total maximum daily load of phosphorus going into the Susquehanna River with the goal of 
reducing excess nutrients flowing into the Chesapeake Bay.  Streambank erosion is a major 
non-point source of phosphorus in our watershed.  If designed and planted properly, 
revegetated buffers can reduce erosion.  They can also have a variety of other benefits.  
Properly selected shrubs and trees provide a source of food for migratory birds and other 
wildlife.  Trees shade the stream, which significantly decreases water temperatures, making the 
stream a more favorable environment for fish and the invertebrates on which they feed.  A 
dense cover of native vegetation provides a barrier against non-native species, including 
Japanese knotweed, a particularly aggressive streambank invader. 
Our draft park conservation management plan calls for revegetated streambank buffers along 
Choconut Creek in Vestal Center Park and Richards Avenue Park.  The buffer grant meshes 
extremely well with our recommendations.  USC could provide technical assistance for buffer 
design and species selection, and follow-up monitoring.  They expect to fill a three-year 
position for a buffer coordinator-monitor in the spring.  The approach would be to establish an 
unmowed buffer perhaps 50 feet wide along the streambank.  A split rail fence would provide 
clear separation of the buffer from the playing fields.  It was noted that such a fence is present 
on the edge of the lawn area of Barlow Park.  Signs could be posted as part of educational 
outreach, describing how the buffers are part of an effort to improve water quality and aid in 
the recovery of the Chesapeake Bay.  USC would be willing to talk to landholders of adjacent 
properties about extending the buffers onto their land.  The plant species used would all be 
natives and ideally would be of mixed age classes.  Generally, it is a good idea to overplant 
assuming 50% mortality and to use tree tubes to prevent deer browsing.  The first step is the 
simplest one: simply marking a buffer in which there will be no mowing. 
More challenging streams, such as Fuller Hollow Creek, that have suffered extensive bank 
erosion were also discussed.  Jeremy pointed out that new stormwater regulations will require 
the separation of municipal sewage and stormwater systems.  During storms, the waste 
treatment plants are unable to handle the huge increase in water volume; as a result, sewage is 
washed into the river before it has a chance to undergo full treatment.  Unfortunately, the 
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diversion of stormwater from the sewage system may increase volumes in streams that are 
already degraded by being used as the principal stormwater drainage system in a landscape 
with increasing amounts of impervious surface. 
Discussion turned to how to move forward with this collaborative buffer initiative.  Curt hopes 
to have the first draft of the parks conservation management plan completed before our January 
meeting.  The report will provide a solid context for presenting the buffer proposal to the Town 
Board.  We will identify action items in the report that relevant to the buffer program and then 
work with the USC to formulate specific proposals to take to the Town.  If the proposals are 
approved, 2015 would likely be a design year, with planting to occur in early 2016.  
After Jeremy’s departure, Adam reported on the NYS Conference on the Environment, which 
took place in October at the Binghamton Doubletree Hotel.  It was a successful meeting, 
drawing about 120 people from all over the state.  He thanked Stephanie for her help as a 
volunteer. 
Adam then discussed several solar power initiatives that are underway, and he shared a flyer 
about the SUNY BEST’s four-part series on energy projects.  A session on community energy 
will be held on Jan. 8th in the IBM Building, Huron Campus.  Among the items to be covered at 
this meeting is K-Solar, a program working with interested school districts to evaluate whether 
it is cost-effective for them to incorporate solar energy into their existing infrastructure.  As 
part of this program, schools can lease roof space to third parties that would install and run 
solar collection systems.  There is also a curriculum component to this program.  Another 
important program that should be of local interest is Commercial-PACE, which provides loans 
to companies for projects that will reduce their operating costs by increasing energy efficiency.  

On a final topic, Steve pointed out that the Town properties at Castle Garden, which include a 
small park, the recently acquired quarry parcels, and numerous lots cleared of flood-damaged 
structures and now to be ‘forever green’, should be considered as a unit, and thought should be 
given as to whether some of these properties ought to be planted in native vegetation rather 
than letting the invasive species take over.  Our parks report may have to taken a broader view 
of these extensive holdings. 
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